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EXAMINER'S AMENDMENT 

An examiner's amendment to the record appears below. Should the changes and/or 
additions be unacceptable to applicant, an amendment may be filed as provided by 37 CFR 
1.312. To ensure consideration of such an amendment, it MUST be submitted no later than the 
payment of the issue fee. 

Authorization for this examiner's amendment was given in a telephone interview with 
Mr. Steve Jensen (Registration Number 42,693) on 8/19/05. 

The application has been amended as follows: 

Claim 1 (currently amended): A method for managing mails and files, for use with a 

> 

system for managing mails and files in a network environment, allowing received mails and files 
to be classified and stored according to, mail subject, file name, and sender's address, whereby 
wherein mail and file search is efficiently conducted for retrieving inquired mails, wherein the 
managing system includes a receiving/transmitting module, a processing module, a mail 
converting module, a file converting module, an accessing module, and a storing module; the 
method comprising the steps of: 

(1) sending received mails and files via the receiving/transmitting module to the 
processing module; 

(2) separating the mails and files from the receiving/transmitting module so as to 
transfer the mails and files to the mail converting module and the file converting module, 
respectively, via the processing module; 

(3) classifying the mails via the mail converting module according to mail subject and/or 
sender's address, and forwarding the classified mails to the accessing module; and 
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(4) classifying the files via the file converting module according to file name and/or 
sender's address and forwarding the classified tiles to the accessing module; and 

(5) assigning and storing the mails via the accessing module into corresponding user 
groups of a mail database in the storing module, wherein receivers of the mails belong to the user 
groups, whereby wherein mail administrators of the user groups forward the mails to mail 
directories of the receivers, allowing the receivers to read the mails the accessing module further 
for assigning and storing the files from the file converting module into corresponding user 
groups of a file database in the storing module wherein receivers of the files belong to the user 
groups wh e r e by wherein file administrators of the user groups forward the files to file directories 
of the receivers allowing the receivers to retrieve the files ; the accessing module further for 
verifying authorization of a user who requests for searching a mail or file, according to a user 
database of the storing module, allowing an index-searching module of the accessing module to 
search a corresponding mail or file stored in the mail database or the file database of the storing 
module in response to user group name, mail subject, file name and/or sender's address being 
provided from the user . 

Claim 2 (Canceled) 
Claim 5 (Canceled) 

Claim 7 (Currently Amended) A system for managing mails and files, for use in a . 
network environment, allowing received mails and files to be classified and stored according to 
mail subject or file name and sender's address, wh e r e by wherein mail and file search is 
efficiently conducted for retrieving inquired mails and files; the system comprising: 
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a receiving/transmitting module for receiving mails and files from the network 
environment, and for transmitting mails and files from a mail converting module and a file 
converting module to the network environment, wherein the received mails and files from the 
network environment are further forwarded to a processing module by the receiving/transmitting 
module; 

the processing module for separating the mails and files from the receiving/transmitting 
module, so as to transfer the mails to the mail converting module, and to transfer the tiles to the 
file converting module; 

the mail converting module for classifying the mails from the processing module, 
according to mail subject and/or sender's address, wherein the classified mails are transmitted by 
the mail converting module to an accessing module; 

the file converting module for classifying the files from the processing module, according 
to file name and/or sender's address, wherein the classified files are transmitted by the file 
converting module to the accessing module; 

the accessing module for assigning and storing the mails from the mail converting 
module into corresponding user groups of a mail database in a storing module, wherein receivers 
of the mails belong to the user groups, wh e r e by wherein mail administrators of the user groups 
forward the mails to mail directories of the receivers, allowing the receivers to r e ads read the 
mails; the accessing module further for assigning and storing the files from the file converting 
module into corresponding user groups of a file database in the storing module, wherein 
receivers of the files belong to the user groups, wh e reby wherein file administrators of the user 
groups forward the files to file directories of the receivers, allowing the receivers to retrieve the 
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files; the accessing module further for verifying authorization of a user who requests for 
searching a mail or file, according to a user database of the storing module, allowing an 
index-searching module of the accessing module to search a corresponding mail or file stored in 
the mail database or the file database of the storing module in response to user group name, mail 
subject, file name and/or sender's address being provided from the user; 

and the storing module having the mail database, the user database and the file database; 
the mail database including a plurality of user groups, and each of the user groups containing a 
plurality of mail directories for storing mails therein; the mail database further including a mail 
index table, allowing a particular mail to be quickly searched out through the use of the mail 
index table; the user database for storing users' data, including user accounts, user authorization 
and personal information, allowing the accessing module to verify user authorization according 
to the user database; the file database including a plurality of user groups, and each of the user 
groups containing a plurality of file directories for storing files therein; the file database further 
including a file index table, allowing a particular file to be quickly searched out through the use 
of the file index table. 
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EXAMINER'S REASONS FOR ALLOWANCE 

The following is an examiner's statement of reasons for allowance: Claims 1,3,7, and 8 
are allowed. The prior art of record, i.e. Birrell et al. (USPN 6, 185,55 1) taken individually or in 
combination, fails to teach a separation of the mail and files from the receiving and transmitting 
module so as to transfer the mails and files to their respective converting module when taken in 
context of the instant application. More specifically, this feature in an environment for receiving 
of mails and files, separating of mails and files, classifying of mails and files, converting of mails 
and files, placing of mails and files into groups which can only be accessed via proper 
authorization, and allowing the mails and files to be index-searched, as presented in independent 
claims 1 and 7 are distinguished over prior art. 

Any comments considered necessary by applicant must be submitted no later than the 
payment of the issue fee and, to avoid processing delays, should preferably accompany the issue 
fee. Such submissions should be clearly labeled "Comments on Statement of Reasons for 
Allowance". 

Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Asad M. Nawaz whose telephone number is (571) 272-3988. 
The examiner can normally be reached on M-F 8-4:30. 
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If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 



supervisor, Saleh Najjar can be reached on (571) 272-4006. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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